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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


SIR, 
BELIEVE it has always been a 

favourite ſubject of reflection, 
with every man of diſtinguiſhed talents 
and abilities, to retrace the progreſs of his 
own ideas, and to mark by what inſenſible 
gradations their hue and complexion be- 
comes completely changed. As you have 
at preſent fewer calls from friendſhip than 
uſual, it is probable you will ſcarcely find 
a happier opportunity to enter upon this 
amuſing ſpecies of ſelf- ſcrutiny. I have 
uſed the freedom to bring under your re- 
view the zenith and the nadir of your po- 
litical opinions. Placed upon an inſulated 


eminence, you are ſurrounded by a fmall 


but generous band of worthy aſſociates, 


who will liſten with pleaſed avidity to the 
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wonderful tale: you will eaſily be able, from 
the ſtores of your ample memory, to fill up 
the intermediate ſpace, and to account, with 
all the conſiſtency of truth, far what at the 
firſt glance appears ſomewhat abrupt, and 
rather diſcordant. I imagine the firſt 
turn your ſentiments received, was by a 
ſhort billet from Lord North, who found 
that, in a new nomination of the Lords of 
the Treaſury, your name was omitted. 
Your attachment to the people however did 
not begin at home; acroſs the Atlantic pro- 
ceeced the noble flame : America, in bold 
and daring rebellion againſt the mother- 
country, expanded your mighty ſoul, and 
you ſupported the fons of liberty in the 
New World, with a wild extravagance of 
enthuſiaſm. You ſhed a tender tear over 
the unfortunate Montgomery ; your anta- 

goniſt Lord North joined, with his ſleepy 
eye, the briny ſuffuſion; delightful preſage 
of your after coalition! here you began, but 
there you ended with tears. The ſucceſsful 


A 
ſtruggle raiſed you to power, and your love 


- for 


4 


(34 

for the people came nearer home, In one 
morning you emancipated Ireland from the 
yoke of England, who ſome ages before had 
conquered that ſalubrious region. We next 
find you extolling, in ſtrains of exalted rap- 
ture, the ſons of France, who had rear'd the 
nobleſt fabric of liberty ever raiſed by mor- 
tal hands: pity, that while you praiſed, the 
fabric was tumbling to the ground: 


And, like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 
Leaves nought but wreck behind! 


Haſte to that ſacred land and rear again 
the noble pile! Kerſaint “ has irreſiſtible 
. | . A 2 7 * s 3 ' 1 3 


Kerſaint's . 1 found in che Fae wad 
to the National Convention on the war with England. — 
The Character of that great Orator, who by the force 
« of genius keeps alive the reputation of a Party, the 
« Jaſt weak ſupport of the Defenders of the Liberty of 
« England. The Friend of Men, the Paraſite of Kings, 
e the vigorous oppoſer of the Engliſh Adminiſtration, the 
4 ſuperſtitious admirer of the Engliſh Conſtitution, a po- 
** pular Ariſtocrate, a Democratic Loyaliſt ; Mr Fox has 
i but one object in view, that of hurling his rival from 
« his throne, and of retrieving at once fo many parlia- 


«© mentary defeats, not leſs injurious to his intereſt, than 
| | | 1. joimical 


(4) 
claims of coalition upon you, and united, 
you may confirm the freedom of twenty- 
four millions of men. But ere you go, re- 


lieve your native land. Hark! with what 


loud ſhouts the Friends of the People, and 
the People themſelves, echo the glorious 
names of Lanſdowne, Lauderdale, and 
Liberty; Michael Angelo, Taylor, Erſkine, 
Fox and Freedom! 


J remain, 
SIR, 
Wich unbounded admiration, 
And the utmoſt ſincerity of attachment, 
$#: Your devoted ſervant, 
A CLEANER or FADED PORTRAITS. 


4 inimical to his reputation.” This ſpeech muſt infallibly 
"rivet their friendſhip. Charles Fox Ihave always conſider- 
ed in the ſame light as the Mock Doctor, who ſays, That 
a few blows between your fond couples, only tend to ce- 


C43 
P. S. If you will recommend me for em- 
ployment to ſome of the great Families 
you are connected with, I will bruſh up 
yourſelf and your Fifty-One Friends for 
NoTHING. nw” 3 
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SPEECH 


OF THE RIGHT HON. 


CHARLES JAMES FOX, 
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, MARCH 1771. 


In the debate, whether Brass CrosBr, Eſq; Lord Mayor 
of London, and ALDERMAN OLiver, both Members 
of the Houſe, ſhould be committed to the Tower, for 
a breach of ppivilege, in protecting certain printers of 
Neſpapers, who had fallen under the diſpleaſure of the 
Houſe, for preſuming to take notice of what paſſed in 
both Houſes of Parliament. | 


In anſwer to the celebrated Counſellor DunninG, — 
wards Lord ASHBURTON. 


Mu SPEAKER, 

- „ I what 
the Hon. Member who 

ſpoke laſt has been pleaſed to urge rela- 
tive to the divided views and the divided in- 
tereſts of the Commons and the people, he has 
not been able to convince me, that the au- 
thority of this Houſe, is not the beſt ſecurity 
of the national freedom ; nor able to convince 
me 


„ 
me, how our welfare can poſſibly be ſepara- 
ted from the welfare of the public. 


The Hon. Gentleman is pleaſed to ſay, 
that the voice of this Houſe is not the voice 
of the peofle ; and ſets the language of cla- 
mour, without doors, in oppoſition to our 
deliberations ; as if we were not particular- 
ly appointed by the Conſtitution, the only re- 
vealers of the national mind, the only Fudges 
of what ought to be the ſentiments of the King- 
dem. I ſay, Sir, what ought to be; becauſe 
many laws are highly neceſſary for the pub- 
lic ſafety, which excite the &/content of the 
people. If we were never to paſs a Law till 
it obtained the ſanction of popular approba- 
tion, we ſhould never have a ſettled reve- 
nue to ſupport either the eſtabliſhment of 
our domeſtic policy, or to defend ns againſt 
the invaſions of a foreign enemy. You never 
ſee a tax inſticuted, Mr Speaker, without 
hearing loud impeachments of Parliamen- 
tary integrity. The uninformed zealots, who 
ſcem animated with an enthufraſttc love for 

their 


s «0 


„ 


their country, generally charge us, with ha- 


ving /old them to the Miniſter, and we are 
accuſed of venalily, for impoſing thoſe bur- 


dens, which we know to be abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, and to which we ourſelves, if the 
Houſe of Commons is ſuppoſed an aſſem- 


bly of the firſt property in the State, muſt 


always be the largeſt contributors. 


It will poſſibly appear ſtrange, that a re- 
preſentative of the people, ſhould not deem 
it more meritorious to comply with the with- 


es of his conſtituents, than to counteradt 


them; and it may poſſibly be urged, that 
it is his duty upon all occaſions to act in 


conformity to hoe 2w;/her, however repug- 


nant they may be to the ſenſe of his own 
conviction. I will not differ with the Hon. 


Gentleman, about the idea he Annexes to 
his term of the people; Iwill, for argument's 


fake, allow, that nine tenths of the people are 
this moment in oppoſition to Govern- 
ment. But I ſhall at the ſame time inſiſt, 


that we have higher obligations to juſtice, 
, B than 
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( 
than to our conflitucnts, We are choſen the 
Delegates of the Britiſh Electors, Sir, for 1: al u- 
tary, not for pernicious purpoſes ; to guard, 
not to invade the Conſtitution; to keep the 
privileges of the very freemen we reßreſent, 
as much within their proper limits, as to 
controul any unwarrantable exertion of 
the regal authority. We are bound to pro- 
mote their true inlergſis in preference to the 
deareſt deſires of their hearts; and the Con- 
ſlitution makes vs the /ole arbiters of thoſe 


intereſts ; notwithſtanding the imaginary 
infallibility of the people. 


To ſhew the propriety of this reaſoning, 
Mr Speaker, let us ſuppoſe, that the people, 
inſtead of this mixed Monarchy we cele- 
brate, as equally the pride and envy of the 
univerſe, ſhould inftruct us, their repreſen- 
tatives, to introduce a democratical form of 
Government: ſhould we act as good ſub- 
jects to our King, or as faithful guardians to 
our country, if we complied with ſo dan- 


gerous an advice? We have ſworn to main- 
| tain 


5 
tain this | Conflitution in its preſent form: to 
maintain the privileges of Parliament as a 
neceſſary part of that Conſtitution, and nei- 
ther to eneroach upon the legal juriſdiction 
of the Peers, nor the juſt prerogati ves of 
the Sovereign. Shall we then, do what we 
are ſenſible is 2b ron becauſe the people de- 
fire it? Shall we ſacrifice our reaſon, our 


honour, and our conſcience, for fear of in- 


curring the popular reſentment? and while 
we are appointed to watch the Zeſperian 
fruit of LIBERTY with a dragon's eye, be 
ourſelves the only flaves of the whole com- 


munity, 


Perhaps the Hon. Gentleman will tell 
me, that nothing but the ſoul of abſurdity 
could ſuſpect the people of a defign againſt 
their own happinefs. Sir, I do not ſuſpect 
the people of any ſuch defign ; but I ſuſpect 


their capacity to judge of their true happineſs, 
I know they are generally credulous, and 


generally 'uninformed ; captivated by ap- 
pearances, while they negle& the moſt im- 
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portant eſſentials; and always ridiculouſſy 
ready to believe, that thoſe men, who have 

the greateſt reaſon, from their extenſive 
property, to be anxious for the public ſafe- 

ty, are always concerting meaſures for the 

oppreſſion of their own proſperity. If 1 
miſrepreſent the people, whence ſpring thoſe 

eternal terrors of being ruined, in the midſt 

of the molt unbounded proſperity? Have not 

we /sttered, if popular clamour mult be cre- 
dited, upon the verge of ruin, ſince the firſt 
moment of our exiſtence as a nation? In- 
deed, at the Revolution, patriotiſm itſelf ae- 
knowledges we were ſaved; yet from that 
period let us only read the works of our 
greateſt politicians,. and we ſhall find our- 
{elves utterly undone. Even our deliverer 
was ſcareely ſeated upon the Throne, when 
the grateſul people, whoſe hberties he had 
reſtored, began to conſider him as an enemy 
to the Conſtitution. In every ſucceeding 
reign we were deſiroxed ; and at this mo- 
ment, while exulting in all the pride of a 


felicity never known to our anceſtors, we 
- me 


1 


are plunged in the 0 abyſs of deſtrur- 


tion. 


Look round, Mr Speaker, ſurvey the mo- 
numents of our ruin, and then aſk, what 
juſtice is due to the repreſentations of our 


political fcreechroꝛols? Obſerve the magnifi- 


cence of our metropolis the extent of our 


Empire—the immenſity of our commerce 


—and'the opulence of our people. Survey 
the unfortunate citizens of London, Sir, and 
you will find every ſhop-keeper of any con- 
fideration, with his elegant villa, and his 
variety of equipages. Conſider only the 
preſent oppoſition of the city to the whole 
body of the Britiſh Legiſlature, and then 


judge how it muſt be oppreſſed. To ſhew 
you farther the ruined ſtate of the kingdom, 


let me remind you, that our territories oc- 
cupy.z0 more than the largeſt, the moſt va- 
luable ſpace of any European dominion in 
the four quarters of the globe; that our 
trade is proportioned to this ſuperiority of 
Empire; and, that our ſubjects, from the 
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burning regions of Indoſtan, to the chilling 
mountains of Canada, exceed the ſubjects 
of every other power, in greatneſs of wealth, 
and certainty of freedam. Theſe, Sir, are 
the proofs of our declining fortune. May 
our calamities of this kind hourly increaſe 
though tbe people ſhould ſtill continue to 
murmur; and may we always remain the 
happieſt nation under heaven, however of- 
fended our patriots may be, becauſe we are 
not happier than is couſiſtent with the lot 
of humanity. | 


From what I have advanced, Mr Speaker, 
with reſpect to our duty as repreſentatives 
of the people, it naturaily follows, that we 
are by no means to act againſt our own 
judgment, merely to gratify the reſentments 
of their ill humour, or the whimſies of their 
caprice. In Charles I's time, the unlimited 
indulgence of the popular wiſh, was the 
deflrutticn of the Conſtitution ; and, if the 
prefent allegations of popularity deſerve the 
leaſt weight, they thew what incompetent”. 

judges 


WP 1 
judges the people are of the public proſpe- 
rity. The laſt parliament, Sir, was as ab- 


noxious to the people, as this in which we 


are now ſitting ; they approved, what it is 
faſhionable to term, an famors peace, and 


they expelled a profligate libeller of their 


lawful Sovereign; yet, with all this eight 


of delinquency upon their heads, reviled and 
execrated as they were by the people, look 


round and ſee who the people have choſen. 


in their room. If we except deaths and 
promotions, Mr Speaker, are not the for- 
mer ſraitors, to a man, again the repreſenta- 
ti ve body of the legitlature, again truſted 
with the freedom of the ſubject, and again 
the expreſs election of the Propile? When we 
ſee theſe. things, Sir, we are immediately 
ſtruck with this alternative, either that the 
people are not judges of their own welfare, 
or that they have /d themſelves for an in- 
ſumous price to their members. In either 
caſe, the concluſion proves the little regard 
that ſhould be paid to their complaints a- 
gainſt the ſenſe of our conviction, If they 


are 
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are virtuous, they are not wiſe; and if they 
poſſeſs wiſdom, they have no right to find 
fault, ſince every oppreſſion hey groan un- 
der, is the natural reſult of heir own ſcan- 
dalous 2 N 


It is urged, with great gravity, "0 many 
Gentlemen i in oppoſition, Sir, that the Houſe 
of Commons, as the creatures of the people, 
have no right whatever to exerciſe an au- 
thority over their conſtituents. This po- 
ſition, Mr Speaker, breathes the ſpirit of 
freedom with a vengeance ; for it lays the 
axe to the root of all ſubordination at once, 
and puts an entire end to the whole ſyſtem 
in Conſtitutional Government, No doctrine 
was ever yet broached in this kigdom, ei- 
ther ſo dangerous, or ſo ridiculous, as that 

which ſcriouſly inſiſts that the Houſe of 
2 becauſe elected, is without Ju- 
riſdiction; and that the people, becauſe the 
origin of all power, mult be exempt from 
all obedience. The people make the laws as 
well as the Legiſlators; but, will any advo- 


cate 


E 
cate of licentiouſneſs preſume t to ſay, be- 
cauſe they are the fountain of authority, that 
they are of conſequence diſcharged from a 
Submiſſion to legal inſtitutions, | The law, 
Sir, is as much the creature of their forma- 


tion, as this Houſe, yet ſurely i it will not be 
ſaid, that they are to tread it under foot, or 


to launch out into the barbariſm of their na- 
tural ſtate, after ſolemnly forming a compacł 
of civil ſociety, 


The only point therefore remaining to 
be diſcuſſed is, Whether the people at large, 


or this Houſe, are the beſt judges of the 


public welfare? For my own part, Sir, 1 


ſhall not heſitate to pronounce poſitively in 


favour of the Houſe. What acquaintance 


have the people at large with the arcane 
of political rectitude, with the connections 
of kingdoms, the reſources of national 


ſtrength, the abilities of Miniſters, or even 


evith their own diſpoſitions ? If we are to be- 
lieve the very Petitions which they have 


lately Ora to the Throne, they are 
C une- 


618) 

unequal to thoſe powers which the Conſti- 
tution has truſted to their hands. They 
have the power of electing Repreſentatives, 
yet you ſee they conſtantly abuſe this power, 
and appoint thoſe as the guardians of their 
deareſt rights, whom they accuſe of conſpir- 
ing againſt the Intereſts of their Country. 
For theſe reaſons, I pay no regard whatever 
to the voice of the people: It is our duty to 
do what is proper, without conſidering what 

may be agreeable: Their buſineſs is to 
chuſe us; it is our buſineſs, to act confti- 
tutionally, and to maintain the independency 
of Parliament. Whether it is attacked by 
the People, or by the Crown, is a matter of 
little conſequence ; it is the attac, not the 
quarter it proceeds from, which we are to 
puniſh; and if we are to be controlled in 
our neceſſary juriſdiction, can it ſignify 
much, whether /a&on intimidates us with 


a rabble, or the King ſurrounds us with his 
Guards? If we are driven from the direct 
line of Juſtice by the threats of a Mob, our 
exiſtence is uſeleſs in the Community. The 

Mino- 


G 


Minority within doors, need only aſlault us 


by their myrmidons without, to gain their 
ends upon every occaſion. Blows will then 
carry what their arguments cannot effect, and 
the People will be their own Agents, tho'they 
cle us to repreſent them in Parliament. 


What muſt the conſequence be? Univerſal 
anarchy, Mr Speaker. Therefore, as we are 
choſen to defend order, I am for ſending 
thoſe Magiſtrates to the Tower who have 
attempted to deftroy it. I ſtand up for the 
Conflitution, not for the People, If the People 
attempt to invade the Conſtitution they are 
enemies to the Nation. Being therefore con- 
vinced that we are to do juſtice, whether ir 
is agreeable or diſagreeable, I am for main- 
_ taining the independency of Parliament, and 
will not be a rebel to my King, to my Country, 
ar my own Heart, for the loudeſt HvzzaA Of 
an inconſiderate multitude, 


This was your portrait—Look you now, wl at follows. 
| ; HAMLET, 


C2 - ml 


GENUINE SPEECH 
CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


4th DEC. 1792. 


A MEETING of the noblemen and gentle- 
men, members of this Club, was held this 
day at the London Tavern. The Right Ho- 
nourable Charles James ren in the chair, | 


When the health of Mr Fox was given 
by Lord Robert Spencer, Mr Fox returned 
his thanks, and ſhewed how greatly ſuperior 
the manlineſs of true wiſdom is to all the 
ſiniſter a arts of _— and fineſſe, We la- 


ment 


{1 87 7 
ment that we are only able to give his ſpeech 
from impertect recollection, but though we 
cannot imitate his conſitent eloquence, we 
believe that we ſhall be accurate in the ſub- 
ſtance, as he made a very forcible impreſ- 
ſion on the mind of the writer. To thoſe 
who, like ourſelves, have cloſely obſerved 
the conduct of Mr Fox for ſixteen years, the 
profeſſion of his creed 1 is unneceſſary; but 
to new men, and in the preſent day, it will 
be highly intereſting to all real friends of 


the Conſtitution, as by law eſtabliſhed, to 


read his admirable expoſition of the princi- 
ples of the Whig Club, as declaratory of 
his own motives of conduct, of his /oyalty to 


; c na > Ag 
the King, of his 7eþef for the laws, and of 


his wiſh to promote the peace of the coun- 
try. 7 


Mr Fox ſaid, I riſe, Gentlemen, to thank 
you for the very kind and flattering man- 
ner in which you have drank my health. 
You know it is not my cuſtom to take up 
your time 1n this Club by making ſpeeches, 


or 
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or to interrupt your feſtivity by any thing 
perſonal to myſelf ; but the circumſtances 
of the times, and the extraordinary mea- 
ſures of which you have been the witneſſes, 
demand, perhaps, of every public man, an 
explicit declaration of his principles. To 
you, Gentlemen, I certainly ſhould not 
think it neceſſary to make any other pro- 
feſſion of my ſentiments, than by an appeal 
to my paſt actions. Were any other pro- 
feſſions neceſſary, I ſhould fay, that in the 
toaſts which conſtantly animate our hearts, 
and add to our conviviality in this Club, I 
find a perfect expoſition of my principles, 
and profeſs that it is my ſtudy, as I think 
it is my duty, to regulate my conduct 
thereby, 5 | 


« T declare then, that I am attached to 
* The Houſe of Brunſwick'—becauſe I hope, 
becauſe I believe, that They will never for- 
* get the principles which placed their family 


* upon the Throne of Great Britain. 
nl} 


6230 

For the fame reaſon I am attached to 

* The CONSTITUTION, according to the prin- 

© ciples ASSERTED af the Revolution, —an at- 

tachment to which makes the foundation of 

this Club, as you have uniformly aſſerted 
from the firſt moment of your inſtitution. 


© It follows, therefore, that I am, and I 
declare, myſelf to be an advocate for The 
* Rights of the People, upon whoſe Rights 
alone can, in my opinion, be founded any ' 
real, ſound, and legitimate Government, 
ſince the very end and object of all juſt Go- 
vernment is the 


SECURITY, FREEDOM, and HAPPINESS of 
the PEOPLE. 


« For this reaſon, I think it the duty of 
every citizen, whatever may be his ſtation, 
to exert himſelf in procuring every I- 
PROVEMENT of OUR FORM of GoOVERN- 
MENT, of which it is ſuſceptible, and to 
aſſiſt in meliorating the condition of the 


people 


„ TT 
people to the utmoſt, from which it fol- 
lows, that I ſhall ever a& moſt cordially 
and ſtedfaſtly with The Friends of Free- 


« In purſuing this honourable courſe, it 
will animate our zeal, and invigorate our 
conſtancy, to pay grateful homage in our 
roaſts to our glorious anceſtors ; and tho” 
we entertain the lively hope that we ſhalt. 
never have to meet the conflict like them, 
yet ſhould our ſecurity, peace, and free- 
dom, the faireſt and moſt beautiful fruits 
of the tree of liberty, be ever again in dan- 
ger, 1 truſt we ſhall all be ready To Bleed 
like Hampden in the fell, or bike $ mn on the 
Scaffold. 


4 From the ſame motive, and from the 
experience of the benefits flowing from the 
connection of men of principle, I am equal- 
ly ready to declare my gratitude to the 11- 
LUSTRIOUS FAMILIES, by whoſe manly 


excrtions the Empire obtained its freedom ; 
: and 


tai 

and knowing the advantages that muſt be 

derived from their cordial co-operation in 

the cauſe which is ſo dear to us all, I hear- 

tily with, That the names of Ruſſel and Caven- 

diſh may be ever united in deferice of the liber- 
ties of their country. 


6c Theſe, Gentlemen, are my fentiments ; 
and it ſhall be my only boaſt, as it is the 
character of the Whig Club, Newer to flack- 
en my efforts in adverſity, nor to forget my priu- 
ciples in proſperity. —__ - 


« And if the time ſhould ever come, 
when PRIDE, PREJUDICE, of CORRUPTION, 
ſhould ſet up a ſtubborn reſiſtance to all 
correction of abuſes, and refuſe to liſten to 
the juſt pretenſions of the people, I am moſt 
truly ready to join with the Club in their 
lat moſt excellent ſentiment, in which they 
breathe at once a temperate, a conciliatory, 
and a determined ſpirit, and to hope that 
The example of one Revolution may prevent the 
neceffity of another, —A ſentiment which I 

"-, WS | truſt 
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truſt will have a ſeaſonable influence on all 
the orders of ſociety, by which they may 
Enow and learn, that we ſhall ever rally 
round the Conſtitution, prepared with one 
{foul to guard it from every violent aſſault 
but equally attentive and zealous to pre- 
ferve it in its full and genuine vigour a- 
gainſt even the leſs perceptible effects of 
natural decay.” 


Before he left the chair, which was at 
eight o'clock, Mr Fox begged the attention 
of the meeting to one other toaſt, more 
comprehenſive than any which had been 


- 


given, 
© EQUAL LIBERTY TO ALL MANKIND.” 


Extract 


Extraft from the Speech of the Right. Hon. 


CHARLES JaMEs Fox, February iſt 1793. 


He had too many controyerſies with 
Mr BURKE, to wiſh ro draw upon himſelf 
additional ſeverity of remark, but full 
that wiſh ſhould not prevent him from 
ſaying, T HAT THE PEOPLE ARE THE 
SOVEREIGNS IN ALL CounTRIES— 
THAT THEY MIGHT AMEND, ALTER, 
AND ABOLISH THE FORM OF Govzxx- 
MENT, UNDER WHICH THEY LIVED, AT 
PLEASURE—THAT THEY MIGHT CA- 
SHIER THEIR Monazcus FOR Mrs- 
CONDUCT.” 


Mz FOX's SPEECH 


TO THE 
WHIG CLUB; 


o R, 


HIS OWN EXPOSITION 
OF HIS$ 
POLITICAL PRIN CIPLES. 
SOLD BY RIDGEWAY FOR 'TWO-PFNCE. 


Hr] All this Speech for Two-pence ? 'Tis pore 
\ y tentous, | 


That thus a Patriot Bookſeller ſhould mar things ! 

And is the greateſt Stateſman Heaven has ſent us, 
Thus e about the ſtreets for Twice Four Farthings? 
Was 


„„ 
Was it for this Fox made his Declaration 
Reſpecting State Affairs and preſent Criſis ? 
RiDGewar ! methinks, ſor ſuch a Sage Oration, 
Such print is * and * ſuch a Price is. 


Tor t thus you dare to treat Whig Club 8 Man 7 
Why, half the Members ſuffer'd in their hearing, 

When Three- times Three proclaim'd the mighty nen, 
80 Great, Conf ! Fit m, and Fame,. 


Poets are poor yet gladly would I pay 
Twice T wo-pence, and twice that, for ſuch a treat: 
A Dinner may be bought another day : 
| Buy ſuch a my as this we ſeldom meet. 
Here you have touches at the Times and Meaſures, 
Drawn, like their Tavern Bill from Tavern Book ; 
For, when he feels an ebb of mental Treaſures, | 
Fox drinks a glaſs, then takes another look. 


4 As to ſpeak much is not my diſpoſition, 
« Or of my great Exploits to make a boaſt, 


I think,” quoth he, © the ncateſt Expoſition 
« Of my ideas, is to o give a Tout; 


« 80, Here's the Houſe of Brunſwick Not ſo faſt, Sir 
6 My meaning's deep, and worthy your attention: 
I give the Houſe, d'ye ſee, but not the Mafter ; 
There 5 reaſon for it, which I need not mention. 


1 Nay 


( 3r 
6 Nay, my good Wiigs of on do not out 15 
Do not, my worthy Friends, your wits bewilder ; 
“ Pl! give a Taff to waſh your ſcruples down 
« May that ſame HousE never forget its Buitper ! 


" Theſe are the Principles I ne'er deſerted. 
„No fill again—I drink the Conſtitution, 
« According to the Principles afferted— 
« I fay, aferted—at the Revolution. 


4 For, mark r my Maſters—here's a nice diſtinction: 
+ Afertion's one thing, and the Fas; another. 

] fear our ſchemes would meet a ſure extinction, 

« Were we to fail the wicked Truth' to ſmother. 


t 77 Efabliſh'd Principles would mar our plan; 
« By them PirrT guides the ene and Buuxswicks 
__ «Reign: | 
6 But bold Afertiens prove the Rights of Man, 
« And prop the Caufe of Whig Clubs and Tom Paine. 


© Tt follows, therefore, as a Cart the Horſe, 

« That next the People Rights ſhould be propounded 3 7 
With them reſides a Nation's real force; 

On them alane the Government is founded. 


. For, fince of Government the very end 
« We know's Security, Happineſs, and Freedom, 
& Let's pray devoutly mobs may ſtill attend, 


Nor ere forget their Bludgeons when we need eim, 


„ The 


. 
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&« The Toa, which next upon our Liſt appears, 
« Comes in ſo pat, you'd ſwear 'twas made this mi- 
nute: 
&« The Friends of Freed:m drink it with three Cheers, 
« For you, and 1, and all, are mingled in it. 


&« Our Friends the French have perfectly defin'd 
% The /ort of Freedom which we all admire ; 
« To kick down Thrones, to plunder unconfin'd, 
| « 'To pillage, rob, and ſet the World on fire. 


« Zounds ! what a thought all obſtacles muſt yield; 
mY Republic's door will open at our knock ; 

« IT burn t bleed like HAMPDEN in the field, 
© Or loſe my head, like SYDNEY, on @ block ! 


« What is't ye ſtare at ? Won't ye drink the Toaft bd 
] ſurely did not ſlip, and talk of Hallers: 
« 'That were indeed enough to check our boaſt ; 
« The boldeſt Patriot at the Gallows falters. 


c No, noble Whigs ! I talk of things long over 
-« Of Men, who idly faid at home to die; 
„When danger's near, you wiſcly trip to Dover, 
* And, hey ! to Paris, there your arts to try. 


c But, leſt the v le idea I have ſtarted 
« Skould damp your courage—fill another Bumper : 
« May CAVENDISH and RUSSEL neer be parted, , 
« But fill ſupport cur Fain with a Plumper / 


( 38 } 
Jo their's I would have added BENTINCK's name, 
« But d — n him, he's gone off to prop the. Throne - 
Some fancies about Loyalty and Fame. 
Make him, I fear, our Principles diſown. 


But what care 1? my Sentiments are plain 3 
Already Seven have you fairly guzzPds 
«© Now comes my Zaghth—fo fill the Glaſs again; 
* ] ſpeak it out, that no one may be puzzP'd. 


Never in adverſe tumes my efforts flacken, 

&« Nor yet in Good my Principles are lat? , 
That is, Let's rob, and roar, and Princes blacken, 

* Like bold compeers of Pric/lcy, Paine, and Fre/t. 


*& And, if a time ſhould come, when ſtubborn People 
Should kick againſt theſe great and ſage. Preceptors, 
« French Friends will help to pull down, Church and 

1 
** And play at Chuck for Kingdoms, Crowns, and Scep- 


tres. 


„ While thus we think about the Conſtitution, 
« Let each Man, pledge a Bumper to his Brother, 
& May the Example of one Revolution 1 5 
„Ser ve lo prevent ih occaſion for another! 


6 Yet ſtay—methinks a doubt invades my mind 
Ho far this ſentiment to us applies: 
** Should PitrT the doctrine to his palate find, 
„ Who knows the miſckieſs which may thence ariſe : 


« Should 


64 
Should he the Cauſe remember of my Fall, 
i And thence take warning to avoid my Courſes, 
« That Revolution which muſt make us all, 
« Will ne'er with Plate or Penſion pay my Forces 


. 


« The caſe being ſo, I've only to obſerve, 
On Tom Paine r Doctrine all our hope depends; 
« Knock down the Fences which the State preſerve, 
« And level all which Monarthy defends. 


I hail with ecfticy the glorious ſcene | 

+ What floods of triumph meet my boding mind! 
6 Fill to the top—this is a Toa I ween— 

c Here's Equal Liberty to all Mankind !” 


The zealous WBigs, obedient to command, 
Drink till they ſtate, and call again for mare; 

Nor does the Bottle quit their ready hand, 

Till 7higs with Whigs lie tumbling on the floor. 

Great Fox! to thy ſuperior parts I bow; | 
Yet I've a doubt—and faith | LI fairly hint it— 

You made your Speech when Drunk—but tell me how, 
When Sober in the morning, you could print it? 


— — — — —— —— en a centro 


